——

e —— T 0 L, o

THE STANDARD MAGAZINE

——

SECTION—OGDEN, UTAH,

zZine keature

eCtlo

ILL a #straight left to
the jaw—tihe same left
that twice, within the
pas=t three months sent
Jim Coffey crashing to
- the floor for the count

of ten—knock the crown

off Jess Willard's head?

The crown ls by no

fheans secure on the head of the present
henvy-welght champlon, He obtained it merely
because he was lucky enough to draw the
match with Jack Johnson last year, and there

Is & growlng Impression that any other good

man, with strength and endurance.

would have won from Johnson,

For that victory in Havana was the victory
of youth, strength and endurance over age and
disslpation, but Willard wears the crown, and
he is golog to hold on to It as long as poasible
without fighting.

When he became champlon he announced that
he would not fight for a year. He has been in-
dustriously reaping his golden harvest since he
became champlon and steerlng clear of any-
thing that looked llke a real boxer. True, ho
has given a couplo of exhibitions, but care was
exercised In selecting his opponents. And then
cama the proposition for a title bout in New
Orleans. It was understood thot some good
boxer would be matchied with Willard. But tha
promoters, Wwhether they were alded and
nbetted by Willard, is not known, undertook
to bring In Fred Fuiton, & mere dub, as the
opponent.

youth,

A howl of derislon went up from all over
the country. It was o howl of rage, though,
from New Orleans and the newspapers thers,
end the newspapers denounced ths affalr to
auch an extent that it was deemed unwise to
try to foster thls match on the publle, and 1t
waa called off. Moran, Coffey, Gunboat Smith,
and one or two others, were avallable, but, no,
it would not do to have any one who possessad
ordinary skill as a boxer go up against the
champlon, and hence the attempt to foster
Fulton on the suffering public.

Willard has never been regarded as o real
champlon and he never will be until he whips
gome good mah. Although he is gathering in
the money as a result of having won thas title,
still the public wants him to meet a few others
and whip them before it will proclalm him a
resl champlon.

JESS WILLARD

But why should Willard or his managers pay
any attention
which is paying Its dollara In order to get a
glimpse of Willard? As long as Willard can
got the money he Is not golng to rlsk his title
by boxing a good man.

And this Is the trouble with the entire boxing
game, not only In the heavy, but in the olher
I's a question of money,
How much will the public stand for?
How much can we fleeco It? These are tha two
great polnts In the boxing game which the
champlons, thelr managere and the promolers
are constuntly asking themselves They
killing the goose which is laying the golden
cEEn.

The boxing game wlll soon be like racing, al-
most dead. It haos been driven out of most of
Lthe states, and In the majority of thase which
still retain It only short bouts ars permitted.
Callfornla was the great stamplng ground for
the boxers a few years ago, and the boxers,
managers and promoters did just like the race-
track gamblers did, they overdid everything
and were voted out of the state.

Willard has not been a populsr champlon, for
the remsons already given, There was Kroeat
rejolelng over his victory, because Johnson had
never been a popular champion, but the re-
Jolelng was not for Willard himself

A certaln celebrated New York boxing ex-
pert, who witnessad the Havana bout and ac-
companled Johnson north, sent out glowing re-
ports of Lhe nlleged hysterical enthusinsm with
which the population of the country through
which the traln passed, greeted Willard, From
down In Georgla he wment out the following,
which many newspapers printed: “Take it from
me, the people of the South already class Wil
lard with Jackeon and Leet'

When a reputable sport writer sends out
“stuf lke that and reputabie newspapers
print it can you blume a champlon for suffer-
ing from exdaggerated ego? Willard probubly

belleved what the New York writer wrote of
him.

Jack Johnson was a well-behnved negro until
2 lot of white Ildolators ruined him They
showered thelr hysterical adulations on him un-
th a well-balanced white man might have be-
lieved balf of what was told him, let alone &
poor, Ignorant darkey, .

But sometimen does not Jess Willard have n
nightmare and does It not conslst of o atruight
right to the Jaw? And is that stralght right the
property of Frank Moran?

Moran, despits the fact that he |a about 6O
pounds lighter than Willard, & Incher shorter
and his reach Is loss than Wilasd, ‘s regardnad
as the logloal opponent for the champlon to
prove his worth, Much has been written and

to the publlie, this same public

tlnsses.
money.

money.
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The top photograph shows Willard's fighting face. At the bot-

tom is Moran in fighting pose.

*Id of late regurding n match between them.
but until the two pre signed up and actudlly
In the ring, & nhout botween them ls uncertaln
It In not known who is to blame, Whether Wil-
lard o bls mrnagers are afratd or whother
Moran and Wy moanagers ars backwnard, one
ThINg I8 ceftaln, and that is that some one I
backward about the afllalr,

Jim Coffey, . Gunhoat Smith and Moran wers
consldered the loglex! title contenders somo
months ago. and thén in Gotober begnn o aeries
of events whieh eliminated the first two nnmed
On Qctober 19, Moran knocked out Coftey In
New York In the thira round. On November

19, Coffey knocked out iunbont Smith in the
fourth round, and then on January 7, Moran
again knocked out Coffey In New York. this
time In the ninth round.

In the October fght there were many Who
oluimed that It was an necldental blow, that
smash to the jaw, which put Coffay to aleep,
but after tha Junuary bout svery one was will-
Ing to concede that Moran was Coffey’s master
And Coffey outslds of that October knock-out
hnd n splendld record for 1915, He had knoecked
out Jack Sulllvan In the eighth round, Arthur
Pelkey in the mecond, Soldler Deleney In the
second, “One-Round” Davis in the second, had

THE BLOW THAT WILL ROB
WILLA

fought o ten-round no-declslon bout with Carl
Moreis, knocked out Al Heleh In the third, Jim
Flynu In the ninth, Jack Reed In the third, and
then, after belng knocked out by Moran, came
back and knocked out Gunboat Smith in the
fourth

Moran fought but threée bouts last vear and
he registered a knock-out In every one In
In Munrch, he knocked out BEombardler
Wells in the tenth round; also, in London, In
July, he knocked out Gordon Suns In the sixth
round, and then he came home to put a erimp
in Coffey’s nspirations for a title.

In 1614, Moran lost the decislon to Jack John-

Lomdon,

son In a twenty-round bout in Parls, The best
thing Moran showed on that occasion was hls
ability te asslmilute punishment.

I wasn't arm weary, as some folka charged,”
=ald Johnsan, In discussing the encounter, “'but
I was just tired out hitting him. He certainly

stond up well under the blows I landed on him.*

The year before, Moran Kknocked out Al Me-
Clusky, Jim Logan and Al Palzer. In 1912 he
lost In twenty rounds to Gunboat Smith in
Frisco,

but the fact that he since then has
knocked out the man who knocked out Smith

clears his record of that defeat, according to
the

way the “dope™ Is figured. The record
hooks show several defeats, the worst belng
adminlsterad by Jim Savage, In 1911, but Mo-

ran's record, on paper, 18 much better than Wil.
lard's with the excoption of the bouts with
Johnson.

The record books begln with Willard's fights
of 1011, when he lost to Louls Fink on a foul
His first Important hout, though, was In 1812
with Arthur Pelkey, which went ten rounds. It
was In New York and no declslon was glven. A
foew moanths later he fought ten rounds with
Luther MeCarthy In New York &nd wna gen-
erally credited with a vietory, Later in the
year hé knooked out Soldlsr White In the frat
round at Buffale and In Decembar of that year
ha knocked out Soldler Kearns In the elghth
round,

The following year he was beaten by Gun-
bont Smith in twenty rounds at San Francisco,
In August of that year, while fghting “Bul
Young at Vernon, Cal, the latter dled in the
eleventh round. It was safd that after that
Willard wis afrald to “cut looge,' But, at any
rate, ne knocked out Geurge Davis and George
Rodel later In the yeur, and In the meantime
forght a ten-rotmd no-decision bout with Carl
Morrls in New York, In which he got the news-
paper verdict. In 1514 he fought thres bouts,
and these were with gsecond-rate fghters, Tom
MeMahon, George itodel und Tom Daly,

But It was not until after his two knoekouts
of Coffay that Moran was regarded as the
foremost of the title contenders.

Moran, llks many other boxers, is a product
of the navy., Ha sarved from 1904 to 1908, went
all around the world, and came Ut & gquarter-
master of the secord cluss and g Eun-poniter
of the firet clnss,

One of his early bouts, which he loves to tall

FRANK MORAN

his home,

BY. Inches..........Wrist..sicis....5 Inches
17% lnches.........Ncck,........h‘i’h Inches
47 Inches..........Walat sssanasaaddly Inches
2515 tnchcl.........Thigh.......-.2!',‘. inches
174 inches..........Calf. .14% Inches
9% Inches..........A¢‘Kle. .. .o..... 915 iInches
No, 11.. -Slze of shoe., --.No. 19
Place of birth.
Pottowatomle County, Kan, Cleveland, Ohlo.

Date of birth,
December 23, 1887,

sesmaann

March 18, 1887.

S oy
MEASUREMENTS OoF LEADING
HEAVIES.

Willara Moran.
29 .. sesssscscarsan AR ciisiiinnnnnanans 20
G feet & inches....Height......6 fest 1 inch ¢
MA i .-Pounds welght............ 186
83% Inches......... Reach,........78%% Inches ]
33 luches.......Chest normal....... 37 Inches 4
#1% Inches....Chest expanded....42% inches ¢
14 Inches.........Blceps......... 184, Inches
15 Inches.........Forearm.........14 Inchas

R "
wiy whent he was serving on the May=-
flower, the president's yacht, at the time Nooses
velt was presidont Smith and anothoer sallor,
Schmldt, put on o bout for the benefit of Archie
Roosevelt ane day when the executive's son
was on board, and Smith knocked out Schmide,

In dlscussing his fight with Johnson in Paris,
Moran says:

“Joehnson was one of the cloverest men who
ever drew on & glove, and since that time I
have learned a lot about the game It was a
twenty-round bhout and I dld not have the time,
as Willard did In Havana, to wear out Jacl
1 was eager to land a knockout. It wasg my
only chance, because 1 knew, as did Bvery one
else, that Johneon could easily go twenty
rounds. I started out In the first round, and it
wus then that I deliversd my anly whole-souled
punch. Johnson saw I wos eager to win da-
cislvely and In & hurry and from that time he
ciinched almost incessantly ang dig no more
leading than was necessary for him to out-
polnt me, Just as he outpolnted Willarg in the
first twenty rounds of thelr bout,

"If the Willard-Johnson bout had been llm-
ited to twenty rounds Jess would not have won
the title. Willard could afford to loaf in his
bout for he knew the longer It went the weaker
Johnson would become,

and Johnson, knowi
his sge was ggoinst him, was the man who h::

to do the work. As it was, Willara's
strength began to tell after thoﬂt‘v\:e::‘t‘:lt: .:f
Johnson become weaker and weaker ' ;
AMoran's parents fame from County Mavo,
Irelind, and he wasx born In Clevelana but
when he was § Years old the tamily mov;od o
Pittaburgh and he Blways has called that alty

of,




